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Readlist or Calibre 
There are several technological ways of collecting websites, blogs, and other online 
resources, packaging them up, and using them as digital course packs. No printing charges, 
no line-up at the photocopier, a bunch more trees stay in the forest where they belong and, 
perhaps just as important, you save a bunch of time for playing with your kids or your rock 
band or whatever. 

At CSSI, we’ve heard of Readlist and Calibre, and we’d love to hear your experiences with either or both, 
or some other system, so we can share the news with our colleagues. 
Please get in touch – cssi@uvic.ca or 250 853 3721 – and tell us what you know. 
 
Economy vs Environment: not necessarily 

“Since the imposition of [BC’s carbon] tax in 2008, fuel consumption both per capita and per 
unit of GDP have fallen in BC by several per cent, a result not matched anywhere else in the 
country. Importantly, over the same time frame, BC’s economy grew faster than the 
national average.”  
Tom Pedersen, Executive Director of the Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions,  

Summer 2012 newsletter 
 
Agriculture and strategy 

A study that reviewed data for 17 major crops and has been published in Nature 
suggests that worldwide crop production could see gains in yield, without further 
adverse environmental impacts, if water and nutrient use were managed more 
strategically.  

 
Forestry and strategy 

New research from Finland identifies two approaches to forest management – 
anticipatory optimization and adaptive optimization. Scientists from the University of 
Eastern Finland Strict found that strict guidelines on when to harvest trees and which 
trees to harvest are ill suited to the realities of climate change.  

Better living through technology 
The Economist’s Technology Quarterly is always full of clever and creative 
business ideas, as you would expect, and many of them also improve health, 
education, environmental grunge.... 
Check out this review of solar lights that make it easier (or possible) for kids to 
study, for less money and with less pollution (and chronic lung disease and fire 
risks), than traditional kerosene. 

And this story outlines some truly innovative toilets that will, if Bill Gates has anything to say about it 
(and he does), save hundreds of thousands of children every year. 
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